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Introduction 

 

A project was realized in 2008 in Turkey aimed at gaining a better understanding of 

stopover sites used by the Sociable lapwings (Vanellus gregarius) in Turkey during 

migration. This report gives detailed information on the field surveys carried out in the 

coordination of Doğa Derneği by Dicle University and KuzeyDoğa Society experts through 

the support of KuzeyDoğa Society, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) and 

the Darwin Initiative.  

 

 

Figure 1. The locations of the Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) where sociable lapwings were 

observed between 2003 and 2008 in Turkey during migration (see Appendix II).  

 

Methodology 

 

With this project, we aimed at collecting detailed information on the population size 

of sociable lapwings which winter in Turkey or which are using certain sites in Turkey as 

stop-over sites during fall and spring migration. The time of the field surveys were 

determined in 2 ways: (i) instantaneous information about the location of satellite tagged 

sociable lapwings given by the RSPB experts, (ii) observations carried out in Turkey by 

birdwatchers.  

 

First of the three field surveys carried out in 2008 was started following the 

observation of 300 sociable lapwings on 1 March 2008 in Ceylanpınar Key Biodiversity 

Area by two experienced birdwatchers in Turkey, namely Soner Bekir and Ali Atahan. At 
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the same site, a team of 3 experts: Prof. Dr. Murat Biricik*, Hamza Deniz† and Recep 

Mungan‡ carried out the first field survey between 10 and 14 March 2008. The team 

reached the site where big groups of sociable lapwings were recorded during March and 

October 2007 through the track Diyarbakır – Ovabağ – Viranşehir – Ceylanpınar. On the 

way, they have also checked for possible sociable lapwing presence, however, the 

observations were mainly concentrated to the TĐGEM field (belonging to the Ministry of 

Agriculture) inside Ceylanpınar Key Biodiversity Area (see Figure 2). 

 

 

Figure 2. The geographical extent of the field survey carried out between 10 and 14 

March 2008 (the TĐGEM field is given as a red square, while the track followed was given 

as black dots).  

 

                                                 
* Dicle University Academician 

† Dicle University Bird Watching Club Memher 

‡ Dicle University Bird Watching Club Memher 
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Shortly after the first field survey was carried out, on 18 and 22 March 2008, RSPB 

experts confirmed that a satellite tagged sociable lapwing sent signals from the 

Ceylanpınar KBA (36.968N, 39.706E). This location is very close the site which was 

controlled during the survey of October 2007 (37.014N, 39.654E). The second field survey 

was started right after the information gathered from RSPB and the teams arrived to the 

site on 24 - 25 March 2008. The team was made up of Prof. Dr. Murat Biricik and Hamza 

Deniz. The observations were concentrated on the coordinates given by the RSPB experts 

and on the Ceylanpınar KBA. At the end of the survey, Viranşehir – Ovabağ – Diyarbakır 

route was followed and on the way several controls were done to check for sociable 

lapwing groups.  

  

 Finally a third field survey was carried out upon the receival of coordinates from a 

satellite tagged bird on 23 October 2008 from Northeastern Turkey (39.363N, 42.873E). 

Experts from KuzeyDoğa Society, based in Kars: Önder Cırık§, Emrah Çoban**, Ümit 

Durdu†† and Rakesh Vyas‡‡ did carry out the field work on 28 October 2008 near the 

Patnos district of Ağrı Province. 

 

In all field surveys, teams used telescopes and binoculars to identify the birds and 

photographs were taken (see Appendix IV and V). The coordinates where sociable 

lapwings were observed were recorded. To prevent double counts, the experts did record 

the movements of the groups and the direction they headed with proper time. 

Furthermore the teams did carry out repetitive counts from different angles to make sure 

the counts were done from the best possible view. Other then the number of individuals, 

information on the habitat type where birds were observed, presence of rings, the rate of 

birds controlled for rings and finally general information on the behavior of the birds were 

recorded.  

 

Results 

 

During the first field survey carried out between 10 and 14 March 2008, sociable 

lapwings were observed only inside the TĐGEM field (see Figure 3). The birds were 

observed to follow tractors together with other bird species (see Appendix I) and they 

were observed to feed on the insects that came to the surface during this process.  

 

                                                 
§ KuzeyDoğa Society Projects Coordinator 

** KuzeyDoğa Society Field Officer 

†† KuzeyDoğa Society Volunteer 

‡‡ KuzeyDoğa Society Volunteer 
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Figure 3. The locations where sociable lapwings were observed between 10 and 14 March 

2008 together with the numbers observed (for information on the colors see Table 1). 
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Due to bad weather conditions, the survey on the 10th of March was finished early 

in the day and no birds were observed. Between 11 and 14 March 2008, minimum 201 

and maximum 871 individuals were recorded (see Figure 4). Throughout the survey, a 

total of 2205 observations were done. At 614 out of these 2205 observations (28%) ring 

controls were done but no ringed individuals were recorded.  

 

 

Figure 4. The number of sociable lapwings observed in the Ceylanpınar KBA between 11 

and 14 March 2008. 

 

During the observations, the habitat types where individuals were present were 

recorded (see Table 1 for the classification). The number, location and habitat type where 

sociable lapwings were observed is given in Table 2 and Figure 5.  

 

Table 1. The habitat types where sociable lapwings were observed 

 (I) Wheat field: green wheat only has ~10-12 cm of height (shorter than the 
average due to droughts). 

 (II) Steppe: rocky area which is not suitable for ploughing, they are present as little 
patches in between the agricultural fields and mostly used as grazing areas. 

 (IIIa) Newly ploughed field that are left for fallow. Mostly do not host green plants. 

 (IIIb) Agriculture fields that are presently being ploughed and will be left for fallowing. 

 (IV) Lentil field: lentil plants are just appearing on the surface of the soil, but wheat 
from the previous harvest do establish a green cover.  
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Table 2. The number, coordinates and habitat types of the sociable lapwings observed 

between 11 and 14 March 2008 in the Ceylanpınar Key Biodiversity Area. 

 

Date Time 

Coordinates 

(UTM, WGS84, 

37S) # of 

individuals 

#individuals 

controlled for 

ring 

Habitat 

type E N 

       

11.3. 

12:40 595058 4105142 27 - I 

14:00 596733 4105621 12 6 (50%) I 

15:30 597530 4106292 181 - I 

16:20 597191 4107921 28 15 (54%) I 

16:50 597530 4106292 65 32 (49%) I 

Total: 313  

12.3. 

10:25 585090 4100407 55 40 (73%) II 

11:00 589570 4103483 313 180 (58%) IIIa 

13:25 595058 4105142 21 12 (57%) I 

14:50 594803 4109247 186 - IIIa 

" " " 25 12 (48%) I 

15:45 589902 4107828 271 25 (9%) IIIb 

Total: 871  

13.3. 

12:00 587970 4104567 30 4 (1%3) IIIa 

13:05 589740 4104860 554 86 (16%) IIIa 

14:00 590274 4107939 118 50 (42%) IIIb 

15:20 591693 4105545 30 19 (63%) I 

15:45 595058 4105142 5 1 (20%) I 

16:00 594003 4104811 44 9 (20%) I 

" " " 15 7 (47%) IV 

16:15 590488 4103759 2 2 (100%) I 

" " " 6 5 (83%) IV 

16:30 585090 4100407 16 13 (81%) II 

Total: 820  

14.3. 

09:45 585090 4100407 47 26 (55%) II 

10:15 595058 4105142 67 54 (81%) I 

10:40 597530 4106292 87 16 (18%) I 

Total: 201  
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Figure 5. The distribution of the sociable lapwings observed between 11 and 14.03.2008 

according to the habitat types of the sites they were observed at.  

 

 No sociable lapwings were observed during the second field survey (24 - 25 March 

2008) carried out at the coordinates supplied by the RSPB. The coordinate of the satellite 

tagged bird was from a field which had been ploughed and left for fallowing (IIIa in Figure 

5). However in the surrounding, big areas of steppes and grazing lands were present. In 

the previous field survey no sociable lapwings were observed around this site either. 

Similarly, during the trip back on 25 March 2008, no sociable lapwings were observed on 

the traject (Viranşehir – Ovabağ – Diyarbakır).  

 

In the fall migration survey carried out on 28 October 2008 at the coordinates 

supplied by the RSPB, no sociable lapwings were detected. The experts walked for 2 km. 

around the coordinates but observed no birds. At the area there were mainly wet 

meadows, rocks and astragalus species present. Furthermore small animal husbandry 

(sheep) practices were observed to occur to a small extent.   

 

 

Discussion 

 

The identification of the stopover sites used by the sociable lapwings during spring 

and fall migration and the size of the population using these sites are of crucial importance 

for the conservation of the species. Studies carried out for this aim proved that high 

numbers of individuals do appear regularly during migration in Turkey.  

 

During the field surveys in 2008, fast reactions were given both to the observations 

carried out in Turkey and to the information gathered through satellite tagged individuals 
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and teams did arrive to the study areas in a really quick way. Through the two field 

surveys carried out in March 2008, it was shown that sociable lapwings concentrate on the 

Ceylanpınar Key Biodiversity Area especially on the newly ploughed fallow lands (49%, see 

Figure 5). Illegal hunting and the use of agricultural chemicals do threaten birds at this 

site. Hunting and chemical input do not seem to be very common but nevertheless 

happen. The fact that birds do migrate in high numbers as groups and they do not react 

against human presence, increase their possibility to be hunted. Therefore, for the 

conservation of the species, it is of crucial importance to decrease the intensity of these 

threats from this site which is used by sociable lapwings in significant numbers during 

migration. Furthermore the signals received from a satellite tagged bird during fall 

migration permitted identifying the sites used by birds around Northeastern Turkey for the 

first time. Long term studies should be carried out on a region basis between northeastern 

and southeastern Turkey to better identify all of the stopover sites used by the sociable 

lapwings during fall and spring migration in Turkey.  
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APPENDIX I – The birds species observed during the field surveys  

 

Date English Name Latin name 

10.03.2008 Northern Lapwing Vanellus vanellus 

10.03.2008 Starling Sturnus vulgaris 

12.03.2008 Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra 

12.03.2008 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 

12.03.2008 Starling Sturnus vulgaris 

13.03.2008 Calandra Lark Melanocorypha calandra 

13.03.2008 Northern Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe 

13.03.2008 Starling  Sturnus vulgaris 

 



 

 Biricik, Deniz, Mungan, Akarsu, Ataol, Cırık, Çoban and Balkız/ Sociable lapwing (Vanellus gregarius) 2008 Field Report         13

APPENDIX II – Observations of Sociable lapwings in Turkey 

 

Date Latin name Number 

UTM 

Zone Y X Key Biodiversity Area Observers 

12.10.2003 Vanellus gregarius 3 36 4287956 702833 Hürmetçi Sazlığı 
Nurten Budak, Esra Per, Sinan 
Per 

22.09.2004 Vanellus gregarius 3 36 4286384 702176 Hürmetçi Sazlığı Emin Yoğurtcuoğlu 

03.10.2004 Vanellus gregarius 3 36 4286384 702176 Hürmetçi Sazlığı 
Hülya Alkan, Kadir Baran, 
Nurten Budak, Behiye Yilmaz 

05.03.2007 Vanellus gregarius 250 37 557789 4092562 Ceylanpınar Korhan Özkan, Soner Bekir 
06.03.2007 Vanellus gregarius 615 37 557789 4092562 Ceylanpınar Korhan Özkan, Soner Bekir 
07.03.2007 Vanellus gregarius 1017 37 557789 4092562 Ceylanpınar Korhan Özkan, Soner Bekir 
09.03.2007 Vanellus gregarius 48 37 4190797 657701 Bismil Ovası'na çok yakın Murat Biricik, Hamza Deniz 
09.03.2007 Vanellus gregarius 737 37  598127 4107773 Ceylanpınar Murat Bozdoğan, Ercan Aslan  
10.03.2007 Vanellus gregarius 203 37  597915 4106645 Ceylanpınar Murat Bozdoğan, Ercan Aslan  
11.03.2007 Vanellus gregarius 78 37  597915 4106645 Ceylanpınar Murat Bozdoğan, Ercan Aslan  
11.03.2007 Vanellus gregarius 6 37  587684 4102883 Ceylanpınar Murat Bozdoğan, Ercan Aslan  
12.03.2007 Vanellus gregarius 6 37  594589 4104979 Ceylanpınar Murat Bozdoğan, Ercan Aslan  
12.03.2007 Vanellus gregarius 223 37  596414 4109401 Ceylanpınar Murat Bozdoğan, Ercan Aslan  
13.03.2007 Vanellus gregarius 140 37  596414 4109401 Ceylanpınar Murat Bozdoğan, Ercan Aslan  
12.10.2007 Vanellus gregarius 1810 37  592018 4104216 Ceylanpınar Murat Biricik, Ercan Aslan 
13.10.2007 Vanellus gregarius 3200 37 592215 4101366 Ceylanpınar Murat Biricik, Ercan Aslan 

20.10.2007 Vanellus gregarius 24 37 4416387 716210 
Palandöken Dağları'na 
yakın Emrah Çoban 

01.03.2008 Vanellus gregarius 200 37 477187 4076618 Akçakale Bozkırları Soner Bekir ve Ali Atahan 
01.03.2008 Vanellus gregarius 100 37 551630 4076896 Ceylanpınar Soner Bekir ve Ali Atahan 
08.03.2008 Vanellus gregarius 156 37 4100220 479992 Akçakale Bozkırları Soner Bekir ve Bahar Bilgen 

11.03.2008 Vanellus gregarius 313 37 597530 4106292 Ceylanpınar 
Murat Biricik, Hamza Deniz, 
Recep Mungan 

12.03.2008 Vanellus gregarius 871 37 589570 4103483 Ceylanpınar 
Murat Biricik, Hamza Deniz, 
Recep Mungan 

13.03.2008 Vanellus gregarius 820 37 589740 4104860 Ceylanpınar 
Murat Biricik, Hamza Deniz, 
Recep Mungan 

14.03.2008 Vanellus gregarius 201 37 597530 4106292 Ceylanpınar 
Murat Biricik, Hamza Deniz, 
Recep Mungan 
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APPENDIX III – The article appeared on “Çoluk Çocuk Magazine” on the sociable 

lapwings 
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APPENDIX IV – The photographs taken by Murat Biricik during the spring field 

surveys 
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APPENDIX V – The photographs taken by Emrah Çoban during the fall field 

surveys 
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