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Introduction

A project was realized in 2008 in Turkey aimed at gaining a better understanding of
stopover sites used by the Sociable lapwings (Vanellus gregarius) in Turkey during
migration. This report gives detailed information on the field surveys carried out in the
coordination of Doga Dernegi by Dicle University and KuzeyDoga Society experts through
the support of KuzeyDoga Society, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds (RSPB) and

the Darwin Initiative.
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Figure 1. The locations of the Key Biodiversity Areas (KBAs) where sociable lapwings were

observed between 2003 and 2008 in Turkey during migration (see Appendix II).

Methodology

With this project, we aimed at collecting detailed information on the population size
of sociable lapwings which winter in Turkey or which are using certain sites in Turkey as
stop-over sites during fall and spring migration. The time of the field surveys were
determined in 2 ways: (i) instantaneous information about the location of satellite tagged
sociable lapwings given by the RSPB experts, (ii) observations carried out in Turkey by

birdwatchers.

First of the three field surveys carried out in 2008 was started following the
observation of 300 sociable lapwings on 1 March 2008 in Ceylanpinar Key Biodiversity

Area by two experienced birdwatchers in Turkey, namely Soner Bekir and Ali Atahan. At
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the same site, a team of 3 experts: Prof. Dr. Murat Biricik*, Hamza Denizt and Recep
Mungan# carried out the first field survey between 10 and 14 March 2008. The team
reached the site where big groups of sociable lapwings were recorded during March and
October 2007 through the track Diyarbakir - Ovabag - Viransehir - Ceylanpinar. On the
way, they have also checked for possible sociable lapwing presence, however, the
observations were mainly concentrated to the TIGEM field (belonging to the Ministry of

Agriculture) inside Ceylanpinar Key Biodiversity Area (see Figure 2).

Figure 2. The geographical extent of the field survey carried out between 10 and 14
March 2008 (the TIGEM field is given as a red square, while the track followed was given
as black dots).

* Dicle University Academician
1 Dicle University Bird Watching Club Memher
# Dicle University Bird Watching Club Memher
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Shortly after the first field survey was carried out, on 18 and 22 March 2008, RSPB
experts confirmed that a satellite tagged sociable lapwing sent signals from the
Ceylanpinar KBA (36.968N, 39.706E). This location is very close the site which was
controlled during the survey of October 2007 (37.014N, 39.654E). The second field survey
was started right after the information gathered from RSPB and the teams arrived to the
site on 24 - 25 March 2008. The team was made up of Prof. Dr. Murat Biricik and Hamza
Deniz. The observations were concentrated on the coordinates given by the RSPB experts
and on the Ceylanpinar KBA. At the end of the survey, Viransehir - Ovabag — Diyarbakir
route was followed and on the way several controls were done to check for sociable

lapwing groups.

Finally a third field survey was carried out upon the receival of coordinates from a
satellite tagged bird on 23 October 2008 from Northeastern Turkey (39.363N, 42.873E).
Experts from KuzeyDoga Society, based in Kars: Onder Cirik§, Emrah Goban**, Umit
Durdutt and Rakesh Vyas*# did carry out the field work on 28 October 2008 near the

Patnos district of Agn Province.

In all field surveys, teams used telescopes and binoculars to identify the birds and
photographs were taken (see Appendix IV and V). The coordinates where sociable
lapwings were observed were recorded. To prevent double counts, the experts did record
the movements of the groups and the direction they headed with proper time.
Furthermore the teams did carry out repetitive counts from different angles to make sure
the counts were done from the best possible view. Other then the number of individuals,
information on the habitat type where birds were observed, presence of rings, the rate of
birds controlled for rings and finally general information on the behavior of the birds were

recorded.

Results

During the first field survey carried out between 10 and 14 March 2008, sociable
lapwings were observed only inside the TIGEM field (see Figure 3). The birds were
observed to follow tractors together with other bird species (see Appendix I) and they

were observed to feed on the insects that came to the surface during this process.

§ KuzeyDoga Society Projects Coordinator
** KuzeyDoga Society Field Officer

tt KuzeyDoda Society Volunteer

#%+ KuzeyDoda Society Volunteer
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Figure 3. The locations where sociable lapwings were observed between 10 and 14 March

2008 together with the numbers observed (for information on the colors see Table 1).
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Due to bad weather conditions, the survey on the 10th of March was finished early
in the day and no birds were observed. Between 11 and 14 March 2008, minimum 201
and maximum 871 individuals were recorded (see Figure 4). Throughout the survey, a
total of 2205 observations were done. At 614 out of these 2205 observations (28%) ring

controls were done but no ringed individuals were recorded.
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Figure 4. The number of sociable lapwings observed in the Ceylanpinar KBA between 11
and 14 March 2008.

During the observations, the habitat types where individuals were present were
recorded (see Table 1 for the classification). The number, location and habitat type where

sociable lapwings were observed is given in Table 2 and Figure 5.

Table 1. The habitat types where sociable lapwings were observed

#j (I) Wheat field: green wheat only has ~10-12 cm of height (shorter than the
average due to droughts).

(ﬁ (II) Steppe: rocky area which is not suitable for ploughing, they are present as little
patches in between the agricultural fields and mostly used as grazing areas.

# (IIIa) Newly ploughed field that are left for fallow. Mostly do not host green plants.
(IIIb)Agriculture fields that are presently being ploughed and will be left for fallowing.

(IV) Lentil field: lentil plants are just appearing on the surface of the soil, but wheat
from the previous harvest do establish a green cover.
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Table 2. The number, coordinates and habitat types of the sociable lapwings observed

between 11 and 14 March 2008 in the Ceylanpinar Key Biodiversity Area.

Coordinates

(UTM, WGS84, #individuals
37S) # of controlled for Habitat
Date Time E N individuals ring type
12:40 595058 4105142 27 - I
14:00 596733 4105621 12 6 (50%) I
11.3. 15:30 597530 4106292 181 - I
16:20 597191 4107921 28 15 (54%) I
16:50 597530 4106292 65 32 (49%) I
Total: 313
10:25 585090 4100407 55 40 (73%) II
11:00 589570 4103483 313 180 (58%) ITIa
123, 13:25 595058 4105142 21 12 (57%) I
14:50 594803 4109247 186 - ITTa
" " " 25 12 (48%) I
15:45 589902 4107828 271 25 (9%) ITIb
Total: 871
12:00 587970 4104567 30 4 (1%3) ITlIa
13:05 589740 4104860 554 86 (16%) ITIa
14:00 590274 4107939 118 50 (42%) ITIb
15:20 591693 4105545 30 19 (63%) I
15:45 595058 4105142 5 1 (20%) I
13.3. 16:00 594003 4104811 44 9 (20%) I
" " " 15 7 (47%) v
16:15 590488 4103759 2 2 (100%) I
" " " 6 5 (83%) v
16:30 585090 4100407 16 13 (81%) II
Total: 820
09:45 585090 4100407 47 26 (55%) 11
14.3. 10:15 595058 4105142 67 54 (81%) I
10:40 597530 4106292 87 16 (18%) I
Total: 201
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Figure 5. The distribution of the sociable lapwings observed between 11 and 14.03.2008

according to the habitat types of the sites they were observed at.

No sociable lapwings were observed during the second field survey (24 - 25 March
2008) carried out at the coordinates supplied by the RSPB. The coordinate of the satellite
tagged bird was from a field which had been ploughed and left for fallowing (IIla in Figure
5). However in the surrounding, big areas of steppes and grazing lands were present. In
the previous field survey no sociable lapwings were observed around this site either.
Similarly, during the trip back on 25 March 2008, no sociable lapwings were observed on

the traject (Viransehir - Ovabag - Diyarbakir).

In the fall migration survey carried out on 28 October 2008 at the coordinates
supplied by the RSPB, no sociable lapwings were detected. The experts walked for 2 km.
around the coordinates but observed no birds. At the area there were mainly wet
meadows, rocks and astragalus species present. Furthermore small animal husbandry

(sheep) practices were observed to occur to a small extent.

Discussion

The identification of the stopover sites used by the sociable lapwings during spring
and fall migration and the size of the population using these sites are of crucial importance
for the conservation of the species. Studies carried out for this aim proved that high

numbers of individuals do appear regularly during migration in Turkey.

During the field surveys in 2008, fast reactions were given both to the observations

carried out in Turkey and to the information gathered through satellite tagged individuals
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and teams did arrive to the study areas in a really quick way. Through the two field
surveys carried out in March 2008, it was shown that sociable lapwings concentrate on the
Ceylanpinar Key Biodiversity Area especially on the newly ploughed fallow lands (49%, see
Figure 5). Illegal hunting and the use of agricultural chemicals do threaten birds at this
site. Hunting and chemical input do not seem to be very common but nevertheless
happen. The fact that birds do migrate in high numbers as groups and they do not react
against human presence, increase their possibility to be hunted. Therefore, for the
conservation of the species, it is of crucial importance to decrease the intensity of these
threats from this site which is used by sociable lapwings in significant numbers during
migration. Furthermore the signals received from a satellite tagged bird during fall
migration permitted identifying the sites used by birds around Northeastern Turkey for the
first time. Long term studies should be carried out on a region basis between northeastern
and southeastern Turkey to better identify all of the stopover sites used by the sociable

lapwings during fall and spring migration in Turkey.
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APPENDIX I - The birds species observed during the field surveys

Date English Name
10.03.2008 Northern Lapwing
10.03.2008 Starling
12.03.2008 Calandra Lark
12.03.2008 Northern Wheatear
12.03.2008 Starling
13.03.2008 Calandra Lark
13.03.2008 Northern Wheatear
13.03.2008 Starling
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Latin name

Vanellus vanellus
Sturnus vulgaris
Melanocorypha calandra
Oenanthe oenanthe
Sturnus vulgaris
Melanocorypha calandra
Oenanthe oenanthe

Sturnus vulgaris
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APPENDIX II - Observations of Sociable lapwings in Turkey

Date

12.10.2003
22.09.2004

03.10.2004
05.03.2007
06.03.2007
07.03.2007
09.03.2007
09.03.2007
10.03.2007
11.03.2007
11.03.2007
12.03.2007
12.03.2007
13.03.2007
12.10.2007
13.10.2007

20.10.2007
01.03.2008
01.03.2008
08.03.2008

11.03.2008

12.03.2008

13.03.2008

14.03.2008
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Latin name

Vanellus gregarius
Vanellus gregarius

Vanellus gregarius
Vanellus gregarius
Vanellus gregarius
Vanellus gregarius
Vanellus gregarius
Vanellus gregarius
Vanellus gregarius
Vanellus gregarius
Vanellus gregarius
Vanellus gregarius
Vanellus gregarius
Vanellus gregarius
Vanellus gregarius
Vanellus gregarius

Vanellus gregarius
Vanellus gregarius
Vanellus gregarius
Vanellus gregarius
Vanellus gregarius
Vanellus gregarius

Vanellus gregarius

Vanellus gregarius

Number

3
3

3

250
615
1017
48
737
203
78

223
140
1810
3200

24
200
100
156

313

871

820

201

UTM
Zone

36
36

36
37
37
37
37
37
37
37
37
37
37
37
37
37

37
37
37
37
37
37
37

37

Y

4287956
4286384

4286384
557789
557789
557789

4190797
598127
597915
597915
587684
594589
596414
596414
592018
592215

4416387
477187
551630

4100220

597530

589570

589740

597530

X

702833
702176

702176
4092562
4092562
4092562

657701
4107773
4106645
4106645
4102883
4104979
4109401
4109401
4104216
4101366

716210
4076618
4076896

479992

4106292

4103483

4104860

4106292

Key Biodiversity Area

Hlarmetgi Sazhgi
Hirmetgi Sazhd

Hirmetgi Sazhd
Ceylanpinar
Ceylanpinar
Ceylanpinar

Bismil Ovasi'na gok yakin

Ceylanpinar
Ceylanpinar
Ceylanpinar
Ceylanpinar
Ceylanpinar
Ceylanpinar
Ceylanpinar
Ceylanpinar
Ceylanpinar

Palanddken Daglari'na

yakin

Akcakale Bozkirlari
Ceylanpinar
Akgakale Bozkirlari
Ceylanpinar
Ceylanpinar

Ceylanpinar

Ceylanpinar

Observers

Nurten Budak, Esra Per, Sinan
Per

Emin Yogurtcuoglu

Hilya Alkan, Kadir Baran,
Nurten Budak, Behiye Yilmaz
Korhan Ozkan, Soner Bekir
Korhan Ozkan, Soner Bekir
Korhan Ozkan, Soner Bekir
Murat Biricik, Hamza Deniz
Murat Bozdogan, Ercan Aslan
Murat Bozdogan, Ercan Aslan
Murat Bozdogan, Ercan Aslan
Murat Bozdogan, Ercan Aslan
Murat Bozdogan, Ercan Aslan
Murat Bozdogan, Ercan Aslan
Murat Bozdogan, Ercan Aslan
Murat Biricik, Ercan Aslan
Murat Biricik, Ercan Aslan

Emrah Coban

Soner Bekir ve Ali Atahan
Soner Bekir ve Ali Atahan
Soner Bekir ve Bahar Bilgen
Murat Biricik, Hamza Deniz,
Recep Mungan

Murat Biricik, Hamza Deniz,
Recep Mungan

Murat Biricik, Hamza Deniz,
Recep Mungan

Murat Biricik, Hamza Deniz,
Recep Mungan
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APPENDIX III - The article appeared on “"Coluk Cocuk Magazine” on the sociable

lapwings

s

SURMELILERIN YOLUNU
BEKLERKEN

Prof. Dr. Murat Biricik
Dicle Universitesi Fen-Edebiyat Fakilltesi

Biyaloji Bolimi Dicle Universitesi
Kus Gozlern Toplulugu Akademik
Dangman

Nesli dinya &l¢eginde ve ileri derecede tehlike
altnda olan Siirmeli Kizkuslari, gégleri sirasinda

yilda iki kez iilkemizden gegiyor.

Bugun icin 9 bin dolaymnda kus tira yeryazint senlen- Sarmeli kizkusglarinin (onlara kisaca “stirmeli” diyelim)
diriyor. Ulkemiz ise, bunlarn yaklasik 20°de 1'ine karsihik nifusu o denli azaldi ki, gegen yila kadar topu topu 600 ile
gelen bir kug cesitliligine ev sahipligi yapmakrachr, Ne var 1800 arasinda bireyin kalms olabilecepi tahmini yapiliyor-
ki bu sayilarm gelecekte bagka tirlu olmasi beklenmekte- du. Taran hizla yok olus girdabina sariiklenisine seyirci
dir. Boyle giderse bir bolamu, bir daha geri gelmemek tize- kalamayan kus bilimcilerle, dogay1 ve kuslan seven ve kus
re yitip gidecek, diinyamiz her biri kendine ozgii renklerin- gozlemeiligini kendine tutkulu bir keyif kaynag edinen -
den, seslerinden, giizelliklerinden bir parcay: daha sonsuza sanlar (onlara da “kuscu” diyelim) bu kuslan daha yakin-
dek kaybedecek!.. dan takibe aldilar. Amaclan sirmelilerin yasanu hakkinda

Bu sirada bizler, nelerden yoksun kalacagimizi yine daha ayrinuli bilgiler edinmek, sonra da bu bilgileri ko-
kendimiz belirlemis olacagiz buyik oranda. Cinkt onlarin ruma calismalannda kullanmakt. Kuslann areme alanla-

yok oluglannin nedeni ¢ogunlukla soyle ya da boyle yine rmda yapilan arastirmalarnin yam sira ilkbahar ve sonbahar
bizleriz. Ayaklanmizi basugimiz gezegenin her kosesine '
oylesine yayilmisiz ki, hic farkinda elmasak da yalmzca
varhgimizla bile, butin diger canhlarn yasaminda bircok
sevi belirlemis oluyoruz. Alabildigine cok yénla olan in-
san etkinliklerinin sonucunda, diger canlilarm yasamak
icin muhtag olduklan kaynaklar bir bir ellerinden alimyor.
Kimi hemen, kimiyse yavas yavag ve zamanla. ..

Surmeli kizkuslarmm (omitolojideki adiyla Vanellus
gregarius) sayisinda son onlarca yildir gortilen olaganusta
azalmada da, yine insanoglunun pay: var. Afrika'daki kis-
laklari ile Kazakistan ve Rusya'daki tireme alanlan arasinda
uzanan zorlu go¢ yolculuklan sirasinda, mevsim ve kural

tanimadan avlanan bazi sozde aveilann onlara namlu cevir-
meleri bir yana, konaklayip g toplayabilecekleri alanlann
her gecen yil azahp daralmas da sirmeli kizkuslarm tehdit
ediyor. Baylece buyuk olasihikla, go¢ yolunda bitkinlesen ve
tehlikelere daha agik duruma gelen daha ok sayida birey,

bagladiklari yol macerasinin sonunu géremiyor. Bunlara bir
de kuluckaya yanklan ya da kst gecirdikleri birbirinden
uzak cografyalarda karsi karsiya kaldiklari tehlikeler ek-
leniyor ki, onlarin neler oldugunu heniz pek bilmiyoruz.
Olas nedenlerin basinda, yogunlasan ve degisime ugrayan
tarim ve hayvancilik uygulamalanmn yol agugr olumsuz

DOGA

sonuglar geliyor.
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goclerinin gerceklestifi dénemlerde, bilinen ugrak yerlerin-
de ve ugramalan olasi diger uygun alanlarda, ozel olarak on-
lar i¢in yollara koyulan gozlem ekiplerince arandilar.

Uluslararas: boyutlardaki bu cahsmalara destek verenler
arasinda, Diyarbakuir'daki Dicle Universitesinin Kug Gézlem
Toplulugu (DicleKus) ayeleri de varch. Géntllerini kanath
dostlara kapurms bu geng kugqular, once, gegen yilin subat
ay1 sonlannda gelen sevindirici haberlerin alinmasina kat-
kida bulundular. Ulkemizle Suriye topraklarim birbirinden
ayiran simnn her iki yakasinda teleskoplarini kuran iki goz-
lemci ekibi eszamanli yapuklan sayimnlarla, izledikleri grup-
larda yer alan kuslarin sayisint saat bagi belirlemeye calisu-
lar. Baylece agir agar kuzeye akmakea olan yizlerce kusun
kaydi tutuldu,

Ote yandan, kuslarn ilkbahar go¢ rotast tizerinde ola-
bilecegi dustnulen ve uygun habitat ozellikleri gosteren
bir baska uzak alanda, gercekien de en azmdan bir surmeli
grubunun konakladig belirlendi. 50'ye yakin kugtan olusan
bu siirti, eveil hayvanlara mera olsun diye suralmeden bira-
kalms 1slak topraklarda yeni yeni boy gosteren yesil otlarin
arasinda geziniyor, herhalde bocekler ve bunlann kurtcuk-
lar ile gesitli kurtlar gibi omurgasiz minik hayvanlardan olu-
san besinlerini aryorlardl. Bu kuslar oradan ugurlandikian
sonra da yorede mevsim boyunca surdurilen aramalarda, ne
vazik ki, bagka bireylere rastlanamadi

Yaz sonunda, dunyaya gozlerini yeni acmis ve aradan ge-
cen birkag ay i¢inde taylenip toparlanmis gencleri de alip kig-
laklarina dénmekte olan sarmelilerin yolu yine Turkiye'nin
Dogu ve Giineydogu'sundan gegiyordu. Ne var ki, simdiarazi
bambaska bir gorunume buranmusti: Kimi yerde neredeyse
tek bir yagmur damlasimin degmedigi bozlkurlar, otlaklar ve
tarlalar ya tamamen ¢iplaklasmislar ya da yalnizea saranp
kurumus otlarla kaphydilar. Buralar bahardaki halleriyle

karsilasunldiginda, en azindan hayvansal
besin acisindan ok sey vaat etmiyorlardy
artik. Oyleyse menzilinde Afrika'min dogu-
sundaki kislama alanlarmn oldugu uzun
mu uzun gog yolculuguna kuglanmiz nasil
dayanacak, kanat girpmak i¢in muhtag ol-
duklan enerjiyi nereden saglayacaklardi?

Neyse ki imdada yetisen bir kaynak var-
di: Tahil artiklar! Hasat sirasinda tarlalar-
da topraga dusmis dane dokuntilerinin,
bunlar toplamaya elverisli viicut donam-
mina -sozgelimi uygun gaga yapilarina- sa-

“. hip surmeliler igin yasamsal onem tasichg
anlagihvordu. Nitekim lkus surulerinin,
simdi ozellikle, kendilerine hol dokintii sunan nadas alanla-
rinda biriktikleri goruldu. Ustelik inamlmaz kalabahklardi!
Oyle ki, 2007 yih sonbahannda Ceylanpinarin ugsuz bu-
caksiz tarm alanlarinda bu kuslann pesine diisen kusgular,
gozlerine inanmakta giicluk cektiler: Issiz arazide yayilmig
3 bini askin sayida birey vardi! Bu, surmeli kizkuslan icin
hayal edilemeyecek kadar buyik bir say1ydi ve en az hayali
kadar guzel bir gercekti. irili ufakl gruplar halinde konup
kalkan sarmeliler, biwan gozellikleriyle geziniyor, hi¢ rahat-
51z edilmeden kendi hallerinde yiyecek topluyorlard,

Gengler yepyeni tuyleriyle neredeyse anne-babalarnin
goriinamane ulagmislardy. Yetigkinler de artik tireme mevsi-
mindeki o daha bir alimh giysilerinden ¢ikmig, sade sayilabi-
lecek bir goranam almis olsalar da hald buyuleyici guzellik-
teydiler. Karinlanndaki parlak kara ve kestane rengi tiyler
yerini aklara birakmus, gozlerinin tam ortasindan gegen “stir-
me” ¢izgisinde oldugu gibi baslanmin tepesinde de keskin
sinirlar olugturan siyahliklar iyice solgunlasmst. Duruslan
sirasinda zaril govdeleri buyak olgiide stula kahverengine
calan bir artuyle kaphyken, yalnizea koyu renkli kanat ve
kuyruk uclar belirgin bir fark olusturuyordu. Yerde go-
rulmelerini giglestiren bu kamufle gorinamlerinin aksine,
havalandiklaninda, yamindaki beyaz kol telekleriyle karsithilk
olugturan siyah el telekleri, uzaklardan bile bu kuslan kolay-
ca tanimaya yardima oluyordu.

Simdilerde veni bir go¢ doneminin heyecan baghyor.
Bakalim bu yilki gozlemler, sirmelilerin topraklarimizdan
gegen guzergdhim daha buytk bir kesinlikle belirlememizi
ne olgude saplayacak. .. Tukenmenin kritik esigindeki bu
kuglart yasatmak icin neler yapabilecegimizi anlamamiza ne
kadar yardima olacak... Endiselerimizi mi, yoksa umutlarn-
mizi mt daha ok besleyecek!..
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APPENDIX IV - The photographs taken by Murat Biricik during the spring field

surveys
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APPENDIX V - The photographs taken by Emrah Coban during the fall field

surveys
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